2Q2     Warren Hastings in Lower Bengal.
is little evidence that the European population of Calcutta showed any sympathy with Nandkumar or compassion for his fall. It is pleasant, however, to learn that a woman's heart was touched by his sufferings and that General Giavering's daughters sent him messages f of sympathy.
I shall not attempt to describe the circumstances of Nandkumar's execution. They are detailed in Macrabie's report which was produced by Sir Gilbert Elliot and may be found in the Annual Register. It is from it that Macaulay has constructed his brilliant narrative.
Some one has started the notion, why or wherefore I do not know, that the report is a forgery. I suppose his mind had become so full of thoughts of forgery that he suspected it everywhere. Who could have fabricated the document? Certainly, not poor Maerabie for he died at Ganjam little more than a twelve-month after the execution. And what occasion was there to forge it ? It does not in any way show that Nandkumar was innocent. Ifc is nothing but a circumstantial and inartistic account of the execution, such as the Sheriff would naturally draw up. , Unless people wish to deny that Nandkumar was executed at all, I do not see why they are interested in denying the report of it-What pinches them apparently is the evidence given in the repon that Nandkntnar died bravely and that the spectators were horrified. But Bengalis almost always meet death with calmness, and, as we know from . the evidence of Major Benuel and Mr. Bouse that the inhabitants of Dacca and Murshedabad felt deeply the shock of Nandkumar's death, why should we doubt that the natives of Calcutta were similarly affected 1 A writer ija the Calcutta Review for 1852 tells us that Nandkumar was executed on a platform S.-W. of Kali Bazar and near Hastings* bridge, and that at the time of his writing there was a native living in Calcutta who had heard his father tell that on the day ef the hanging all the Hindoos went to the other side of the river to eat.
There is one other fact connected with the execution which requires notice. This is the circumstance that the' day before his death Nandkumar seat a petition to General Clavering, and that this was afterwards produced in Council and burned by the common hangman. It was Francis who moved that the document should so be treated and great stress is naturally laid upon this circumstance by Impey and others. I am not concerned in defending Sir PhiUp ; Francis? conduct on all occasions. He was a more honest, more English man than Hastings, but he was no saint either politically or privately* Whatever his motive was for moving that iihe paper should be burnt I cannot see that his conduct affects the question of